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THE VARNDEAN GRAMMAR SCHOOL FOR BOYS DRAMATIC SOCIETY

PHILOCTETES - - -
NEOPTOLEMUS - -
ODYSSEUS - 5 =
SAILOR (disguised as Merchant)
HERAKLES (Hercules) -

MATE - - - =
CHORUS OF SAILORS

i

SOLDIER. - - - -

- - - P.B. W. Rayment
- - - P LG Rid-gcwcll
- - = S. Peachey
- - - P. E. Serrés
- - - M. J. Phillips
- - - A. G, Dale
B A, M. Holt S. A. Yeates

. E.Hare P, J. Hancock
A.M. Fiddaman R Capi.!dco
S. G, Lambert G, E. P, Ness

—_—

CAST OF THE PROLOGUE

PEDANT - - - =
VARNDEAN FATHER
VARNDEAN MOTHER
ELECTRICIAN - - -
ATTENDANTS - - -

- - - J. E. Howe
s . = M. L. Perkins
- om R J.T. Wellard
- = a A. N, Felix
= - - G. E. P, Ness
- . Cox R. E. Homan

The play produced by Mr. B. E. Stone, assisted by Mr. M. McGowan
The set desipned and buile hy Mr. M. Bruce

The costumes designed by Me. M., Bruce and supplied by
Messrs. lirigjltun Theatrical Costumiers Led.

Lighting - - - -
Stage Manager - - -
Makesup - - - -
Songs composed by - - -
Wardrobe Mistresses - -

Business Manager - - -

-

Mr, H, G, Hobdell, Mr, P. W, Knight

Mr. J. F. Matthews
- - - Mr L. V.G. Symes
g - - Mr. M. Wylie
- Mr. Russell W. K. Taylor

Mrs. M. Bruce, Mrs. C. G. Binwcliffie
Mrs. R W. K. Taylor, Mes. E. J. Hutchins

- - - Me.D.]. Asherolt



PHILOCTETES

by Sophocles (495-406 B.C.)
i a new version by Mr. B. E. Stone

The play will be preceded by a one-act comic prologue, which has been writcen for
the occasion by the producers. In it some information about the Greek drama, and
about tonight's play, is given. The prologue leads into the play without a break. The
scenc 18 the island of Lemnos; with the eave of Philoctetes:

Background to the play

Philoctetes, whose fortunes were watched over by the deified Herakles, had accompanied
the Greck expedition to besiege Troy. While there, he trespassed on the holy ground
of the temiple of the goddess Chryse, and was bitten by the poisonous snake appointed
to guard her shrine. The resulting wound was incurable, and the smell of its festering
and his eries of pain became so unbearable to the Greeks that their leaders, on the adviee
of Odysseus, marooned him on the uninhabited islaind of Lemnos. There Philoctetes
remained in pam and misery for ten years, while the weiry fighting went on at Troy.
But it was thien revealed to the Greek leaders that Troy could be taken only by means
of the bow and arrows of Herakles, which were in the possession of Philoctetes,

Odysseus is sent to bring Philoctetes back to Tray, and takes with him Neoptolemus,
the son of the famous Achilles. Our play begins with their arrival on Lemnos, We see
Odyssens' eeafty attempts to trick Philoctetes o leaving the island, and Neoprolemus”
struggle with his consciciice when he perccives the noble character of the man Odysseus
urges him to deceive. But, above all, we see an unforgettable study of sulfering in the
person of Philoctetes, as his spirit contends with inscrutable gods and treacherous men.

There will be one interval of fificen minutes

Extra buses have been arranged on the Braybon Avenue—Old Steine route for the end
of all performances



VARNDEAN BOYS IN
GREEK PLAY

The falo merchant [P, E. Serrés) spins his yamn to E
Nu\eynlmm {p. J. C. Ridgewall), while Philactetes (P. B, =
, Rayment], holding the bow of Heralles, listens, =
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Continue down for review



VARNDEAN BOYS IN

GREEK

PLAY

REPUTATION for first-rate productions has been built up

by the dramatic society of the Varndean Grammar Scliool
for Boys, and this weel’s presentation of ‘ Philoctetes™ by
Sophocles (495-406 B.C.), has further enhanced it.

Until this year they have conceritrated on Shakespeare’s plays,
but as alterations to the stage are still In process, It was necessary to

chaose a production that did not require convenlional treatment,

So

the schoo! hall has become a CGreek amphitheatra, and the play is
preceded by e one-act comic prologue, speciaily written for the cecasion

by the producers.

An electrician In tears told the
audience why he was out of a job;
a pedant gave information about
the Greek drama, explaining that
the word “tragedy" in thils con-
text indicated a play with a
serious thome—''it was the Eliza:
bethans who littered the stage
with corpses'"—and the chorus
demonstrated their dusl réle of
commenting on the qction and
sarving in crowd scenes.

The Play Is an uniorgettablae
study of suffering in the person of
Philoctetes, 8s his spirit contends
with inserutable gods and
treacherous men,

Serpent Sentry

The =cene is the island of
Lemnos, with the ceve of Philoc-
tetes, whose fortunes were watched
over by the delfied Herakles
Philoctetes had accompanied the
Greel expedilion to beslege Troy.
While there, he trespassed on the
holy ground of the temple of the
maddess Chryvse and was bitten by
the polsonious snalke appointed to
guard her shrine

The resulting wound was incurs
able, and the smell of itz festering
and his eries of pain became so
unbearable to the Greeks that their
leaders, on the advice of Odysseus,
maranned him on the uninhabiled
istand, where he remained In
mlsary for len years while the
weary fighting continued at Troy

Tt was then revenled to the Greek
lenders that Troy could be taken
only by means of the bow and
arrows of Haraldes, which were iu
the possesslon of Philoctetes, and
Odysseus [ xent to bring him bacl
to Troy taking with him the son
of the famous Achilles, Neop-
tolemus:

Crafty Odysseus

The boys acted extremely well to
bring out  Odysscus’
attempts to tricle Philoctetes into
leaving the island, and Neoptlo-
iemus’ struggle with his conscience
when he perceives. the noble

crafly

character of the man his leaders
urge him to decclve,

Philoctetes' steuggle with his
own bitterness, which s only
resolved with the sppearance of,
the god whose bow he uses and his
insiructions to return to Trow, is
the moving climax which hrought
to an end the helghtening tension
which was most brilliantly sus.
tained throughout the play by
Fatl Rayment as Philocteles.

Varndean is already proud of
one  Paul—Paul Seofield, the

actar—and now thevy huave a

second contender for suecess,

although Paul Rayment hopes to
study low at Oxford. The Old

Bailey may one day echo te his

pleading, in which event u jury

may weil be swayved!

P J. C. Ridzewell plaved Neop-
tolemus; 8. Peachey waa Odysseus,
and others In the caust included P.
. Serrds, M J, Phillips, A. G, Dale,
A M Helt, R, 2, Hart, A, M, Fidda-
mnn, 8, G. Lambert, 5. A. Yentes,
P.J, Flanecock, . Capildeo, G.E. P
Nege and J 10 Howe.

Masters Deserve Praise

The epst of the prologue were:

M. L. Porkins (FPedanty, J. T.
Weliard (Varndean father), A N.
Felix (Varndean mothoer), G. 12 P
Npsg (eleetrician), D. Coxand R E
Homan (at‘endants).

Mr B. I Stone, the English
master, had the play transiated hy
# Greek scholar end then himsell
rearranged the chorus (o make for
clarity Axstztad hy  Mr
MeGowan, his production deserves
the highest praise. The sel was
dosigned nnid built by M M, BEruce,
end the coztumes, also designed by
M»Mre Bruee, were sunplied bv local
theatrieal costumiers. Songs were
composed by Mr Russell W. K
Taylor.

Make-up wag by Mr M. Wylie,
and werdroba mistrosses ineludoed
Mrs AL Bruce, Mrs € .G, Binteliffe,
Mrs R.W K. Tavier end Mrs E. J
Hutchinsg, Siaze manager wos Mr
L. V. G, Symes,



