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CORIOLANUS

The action of the play takes place in Rome, and in or near the Volscian cities of
Corioli and Antium, at the beginning of the fifth century before Christ.

ACT 1
After a threatened mutiny of the Roman citizens against the nobles has been avoided
by a concession from the Senate to the people, the Roman army leaves to fight the
Volscians. The battles result in a Roman victory, and Coriolanus returns in triumph,
but is at once faced by his political enemies, the tribunes.

INTERVAL

ACT I

Coriolanus is clected consul but, owing partly to his own pride, which prevents him
from accepting any compromise with che people, and partly to the cunning of
Sicinius and Brutus, who make him lose his temper and betray his intolerance of

popular nf,['ll:s, he is prevented from taking office. In spite of the nobles’ attempts to
save him, he is banished from Rome for ever for treason.

INTERVAL

ACT I

Desiring to revenge himself on Rome, Coriolanus offers his help to Aufidius, and
soon, with a V{)Ecian army at his back, has Rome at his mercy. His mother
successfully pleads with him to spare his native city, but this betrayal of the Volscians
by Coriolanus enables Aufidius to settle old scores with him.
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Cains Marcius (C. B. F. Geer) flghts a duel with Tullus Aufldis,
Morgan)—a scene from © Coriolanus® af

“CORIOLANUS” AT VARNDEAN

T.BI'; impressive production of “ Corlolanus ™ at Varndean Grammar
School for Boys thls week Is providing parents and friends with
an unusual opportunity of seeing one of the least familinr of

Shakespeare’s dramas,

This heroie tragedy, close-packed with complex argument, {s not
an easy play, either for actors or audlence; and it says much for the
ability of the young performiers that the text comes leaping to life.

8ot in nw B.C,, the story of a proud warrior banished from high

eneral of the Volsclans (M. G.

‘arndean

office because he refuses to cadge
tor votes in the market place ha.n
o eculiarly modern paycho-
political flavour, and C. B. ¥. Geer,
in the name part, presents a clear
picture of a man whose flerce
integrity drives him to a dis-
honoured death. He has an excel-
lent volea and cuts a magnificent
figure in his suit of shining
armour.

Tackling the difficult tagk of
nmumlng the leading feminine
n!-l Collings and P. B.

Mar i.r d.o well as Volumnia and
Virgilia (the hero's forceful
mother and gentle wife).

But by far the best perf:

ance s given tuf Mlcha.e:l Ga l.‘:r.

whose remarkable !a ern

been noted on R‘I
sions., He plays enmﬂus wml
astonishing reeption and

intelligence, missing none of the

subtle undertoncs of lrony In

character of a worldly-wise
old stat who has |

to shrug his shoulders at com-

promise.

Mr B, & Stone's production
includes some stirring battle
seenes, in which the clash of steel
and the sound of drums and
trumpets are convineingl war-
like, and has an Impusi
devigsed and painted r M.
Bruce and constructed by Mr 8. E.

Armstrong.
The well-drilled ﬂm of nearly 40 boye
meludea J, L. Bolter and M. J, Tribs

{the Lribunes of the 'p-mnle) C, D, Bayee
and D, W. Eyles (the Roman gencrals):
1, ©'Toole (Valeria): and G, A, E.
Pariitt and D, J, Brand {Roman ssnators),
The.chiet Volecian riles are taken
M 0. Morgan 1Aund|:un}' R. A, Lyall
Ilnu:enanl) R. Covell (governor): and
. Johnson (-:mmr)

The last of four performances

will be given to-night.







